
District Court of Guam 
4TH FLOOR, U.S. COURTHOUSE 
520 WEST SOLEDAD AVENUE 
HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 

Telephone: (671) 473‐9100; Facsimile: (671) 473‐9152 
www.gud.uscourts.gov 

FRANCES M. TYDINGCO‐GATEWOOD 
Chief Judge 

JEANNE G. QUINATA 

Clerk of Court 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   For More Information, Contact 
February 16, 2015     Cynthia Palacios at 473-9200 
 
 

CRISTOBAL C. DUENAS EXCELLENCE AWARD 
 
 

At the annual District Conference of the District Court of Guam to be held on Thursday, 
February 19, 2015, Chief Judge Tydingco-Gatewood will present the court’s Cristobal 
C. Duenas Excellence Award to local attorney Cynthia V. Ecube.  Ecube will be the 
fourth recipient of the prestigious award, and the first woman to receive the honor. 
 
Remarked the Chief Judge: “To honor the legacy of the late Retired District Judge Cris-
tobal C. Duenas, the Excellence Award recognizes a person or entity for significantly 
advancing the administration of justice and the legal profession through meritorious 
deeds or exemplary service, especially service in the District Court of Guam.”  
 
Ecube has been president of the Guam Bar Association since 2011 and was vice presi-
dent of that organization since 2001.  During her tenure as an officer of the GBA, she 
worked tirelessly on countless projects to advance the administration of justice and civ-
ic education, including helping to plan numerous Law Week events, continuing legal 
education seminars and annual District Conferences.  In addition, Ecube has served on 
several court committees, including the Magistrate Judge Selection Committee, the 
Federal Public Defender Selection Committee, and the General Local Rules committee, 
and the Committee on Discipline.  Ecube has zealously served the interests of count-
less indigent clients as a member of the court’s Criminal Justice Act Panel since 1996. 
 
The Honorable Cristobal C. Duenas passed away on February 14, 2010.  His Honor 
was appointed to the federal bench on December 24, 1969 and after twenty-two years, 
retired in 1991.  He was declared the “Judicial Patriarch of Guam” and “the Ninth Cir-
cuit’s bravest pioneer” by fellow jurists.   
 
Over 150 lawyers and judges are expected to attend the District Conference, co-
sponsored by the District Court of Guam and the Guam Bar Association, whose pur-
pose is to provide legal education for Guam’s federal legal community.   
 
For more information, please contact Cynthia Palacios at 473-9200.  
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