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Excerpts from the ABA’s Model Rules of Professional Responsibility:

Rule 1.1:
A lawyer shall provide competent representation to a client. Competent
representation requires the legal knowledge, skill, thoroughness and
preparation reasonably necessary for the representation.

Rule 3.3(a):
A lawyer shall not knowingly:
(1) make a false statement of fact or law to a tribunal or fail to correct a false
statement of material fact or law previously made to the tribunal by the
lawyer;
(2) fail to disclose to the tribunal legal authority in the controlling
jurisdiction known to the lawyer to be directly adverse to the position of the
client and not disclosed by opposing counsel; or
(3) offer evidence that the lawyer knows to be false. . . .

Rule 3.3(d):
In an ex parte proceeding, a lawyer shall inform the tribunal of all material

facts known to the lawyer that will enable the tribunal to make an informed
decision, whether or not the facts are adverse.

Rule 3.4:
A lawyer shall not: . . . (b) falsify evidence, counsel or assist a witness to

testify falsely, or offer an inducement to a witness that is prohibited by law;

Rule 4.1:
In the course of representing a client a lawyer shall not knowingly: (a) make
a false statement of material fact or law to a third party;



