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ANNUAL DISTRICT CONFERENCE
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January 26, 2012

SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES

JULIAN AGUON, ESQ.
Attorney at Law

Julian Aguon is an attorney in private practice and an author
of several books and law articles including:  Other Arms: The Power
of a Dual Rights Legal Strategy for the Chamoru People of Guam
Using the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in U.S.
Courts, 31 U. Haw. L. Rev. 113; On Loving the Maps Our Hands
Cannot Hold: Self-Determination of Colonized and Indigenous
Peoples in International Law, 16 UCLA Asian Pac. Am. L.J. 47; The
Commerce of Recognition (Buy One Ethos, Get One Free): Toward Curing the Harm of the
United States’ International Wrongful Acts in the Hawaiian Islands (forthcoming 2012).
His work primarily concerns international law, specifically the international norm of self-
determination as it applies to colonized and indigenous peoples.  He teaches International
Law at the University of Guam and lectures widely on these and other issues including,
most recently, as a guest lecturer at the UCLA School of Law.  He was recently named a
2011 Petra Fellow.

THE HONORABLE ANTHONY M. BABAUTA
Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Insular Areas
U.S. Department of the Interior

Assistant Secretary Babauta was nominated by President
Barack Obama in July 2009 and, later, confirmed by the United
States Senate in September 2009.  Currently, he is the highest
ranking native Pacific Islander serving in the U.S. Government.
Assistant Secretary Babauta is the first person of
Marianas/Micronesian descent appointed by a U.S. President.

Upon confirmation, Assistant Secretary Babauta was appointed as Co-Chair of the
Interagency Group on Insular Areas.  In addition, he serves as a member on the
President’s Task Force on Puerto Rico, the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders, and the President’s Interagency Task Force and the Senior Policy
Operating Group on Anti-trafficking in Persons.

Prior to joining the Department of the Interior, Assistant Secretary Babauta worked
on the U.S. House of Representatives Natural Resources Committee as its Staff Director
for the Subcommittee on Insular Affairs, Oceans, and Wildlife.  As Subcommittee Staff
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Director, he was instrumental in advancing the renegotiated Compact of Free Association
agreements with the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of
Micronesia, the Guam World War II Loyalty Recognition Act, and legislation addressing the
political advancement of Puerto Rico.  Assistant Secretary Babauta first joined the Natural
Resources Committee in 1998 as Professional Staff under its then Ranking Member, the
Honorable George Miller (D-CA); and his service continued under its former Chairman, the
Honorable Nick Rahall (D-WV).  Assistant Secretary Babauta first worked on Capitol Hill as
a legislative assistant to the former Guam delegate, Dr. Robert Underwood, covering issues
relating to the Resources Committee, as well as issues concerning the Departments of
Justice and Agriculture and all international work related to the United Nations.

THE HONORABLE MICHAEL J. BORDALLO
Judge, Superior Court of Guam

Since joining the Superior Court in 1998, Judge Michael
Bordallo’s docket has consisted mainly of cases involving regulatory
law, business law and civil litigation.  The nature of his caseload, and
ultimately, of his numerous decisions and orders, is primarily
commercial litigation and as such, have a direct effect on whether
investors and business people may comfortably rely on the rule of
law, predict their costs, and manage their risks accordingly.  An effective judiciary – one
that is predictable – stimulates economic growth by minimizing risks and transaction costs,
enforcing property rights, checking abuses of government power, and above all else,
upholding the rule of law.  Drawing upon his nine years of experience as an attorney in
private practice, Judge Bordallo objectively evaluates complex civil cases with calm
deliberation and thoughtful analysis.  His decisions, which are noteworthy for their clarity
and conciseness, reflect his belief in stare decisis and assist government officials,
commercial litigants, and any citizen of Guam, in the proper application of business and
commercial statutes and regulations.

In addition, Judge Bordallo has played an essential role in improving the internal
workings of the Judiciary, by spearheading efforts to revive the Judicial Council, and to
institute procedures for the random assignment of cases to all the judges.  Judge Bordallo
also took an interest in improving the legal resources available to the public and served as
President of the Board of Trustees for the Law Library from 2000 through 2005.  He
believes in remaining part of the community and continues to be involved in the local
soccer organization.

Judge Bordallo received a B.B.A. in 1983 and a Juris Doctor in 1987 from the
University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana.
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LEEVIN T. CAMACHO, ESQ.
Attorney at Law

Leevin T. Camacho is a graduate of John F. Kennedy High
School. He earned his B.A.   from the University of Washington and
his Juris Doctor from  Boston University.  Mr. Camacho clerked at the
Supreme Court of Guam and has been in private practice for more than five years.  He is
a solo practitioner with experience in the areas of criminal defense, civil litigation and
appeals.

Mr. Camacho is a member of several judicial subcommittees including the
subcommittees on Proposed Civil Jury Instructions, Proposed Rules and Procedures for
Video Conferencing, and Grading and Drafting.  He has lectured in the Asia-Pacific region
on the issues of federal environmental law and Guam’s status as an unincorporated
territory.

THE HONORABLE F. PHILIP CARBULLIDO
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Guam

F. Philip Carbullido, a native of Guam, was appointed to the
Supreme Court of Guam in 2000 and was elected by his peers to
serve a third term as Chief Justice on January 18, 2011.

Chief Justice Carbullido currently serves as President of the
Pacific Judicial Council, which consists of the Chief Justices of Guam,
CNMI, Palau, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands and the Territory of American Samoa. He previously chaired the Education
Committee of the PJC which provides training for judicial officers and administrators
throughout Micronesia.  Chief Justice Carbullido also previously served as an officer and
board member of the Conference of Chief Justices.

Chief Justice Carbullido practiced law in Guam for 22 years before his appointment
to the Guam Supreme Court.  Chief Justice Carbullido was the former legal counsel to the
A.B. Won Pat Guam International Airport Authority, University of Guam, Port Authority of
Guam, and Guam Preservation Trust. He was also parliamentarian and legislative counsel
to the 17th Guam Legislature and legal counsel to the Committee on Health, Ecology and
Welfare of the 21st and 22nd Guam Legislature as well as the Committee on Tourism and
Transportation in the 22nd and 23rd Guam Legislature. Chief Justice Carbullido also served
as a board member of the Guam Finance Commission.

He received his B.S. from the University of Oregon in 1975 and his Juris Doctor from
the University of California, Davis School of Law in 1978.
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MS. CATHY A. CATTERSON
Circuit and Court of Appeals Executive for the Ninth Circuit

Ms. Catterson is the Circuit and Court of Appeals Executive for
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, headquartered in San
Francisco, California.  Ms. Catterson was appointed on December 5,
2007 to her current position.  The Office of the Circuit Executive
provides professional support to the judicial council and courts of the
Ninth Circuit.   Prior to her current appointment, Ms. Catterson
served as Clerk of Court/Court of Appeals Executive for the Ninth Circuit.   In maintaining
her position as Court of Appeals Executive, Ms. Catterson serves as the chief administrative
officer for the Court, and  she provides administrative, operational and automation support
to a 49 -judge court; responsible for processing of approximately 13,000+ cases annually;
managerial responsibility for staff of 300+ including divisional clerk’s offices in Pasadena,
Portland and Seattle, staff attorneys and circuit court mediators.

Ms. Catterson served as Chief Deputy Clerk prior to her appointment as Clerk in
1985.   She also was a law clerk to the Honorable Edward J. Devitt, U.S. District Judge,
1977-1979.  In that capacity, Ms. Catterson provided staff support to the U.S. Judicial
Conference Committee on Attorney Admission Standards.    Ms. Catterson also served as
legislative secretary/staff assistant to the Honorable Jacob K. Javits, United States Senator,
from 1971-1977.

She received her B.A. degree from the Catholic University of America and her Juris
Doctor from George Mason University.    

Ms. Catterson has served on numerous national committees involving federal
appellate court administration, and regularly participates in CLE programs throughout the
Ninth Circuit.   Ms. Catterson has also served as a consultant in judicial administration to
the Supreme Courts of Israel, India, Guam, and Thailand, as well as the European Court
for Human Rights.

CYNTHIA V. ECUBE, ESQ.
Guam Bar Association President

Cynthia Villaflor Ecube was born in Manila, Philippines on July
31, 1962.  She is admitted to practice with the Guam Bar, U. S.
Federal District Court, District of Guam, and U. S. Federal Circuit
Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit.  She is the President of the Guam Bar
Association and a board member of both the Public Defender
Services Corporation and the Board of Law Examiners.

 Ms. Ecube has served on many committees: Committee on Discipline, Federal
District Court; Criminal Justice Association; Standing Committee, Criminal Justice
Association, Committee on Selection of Federal Magistrate Judge; Committee on Selection
of Federal Public Defender, District of Guam; Sub-Committee on Proposed Revisions to
Guam Rules of Civil Procedure for the Superior Court of Guam.
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From 1990 to 1992, Ms. Ecube worked as an assistant Attorney General on Guam.
She then went on to practice in the private sector as a senior associate at Carbullido &
Brooks, LLP (formerly Carbulllido Bordallo Brooks, LLP & Carbullido & Pipes, P. C.) from
1992 to 2000.  After that, she worked as an associate at Barcinas & Terlaje, P. C. from
2000 to 2003.  She is now a solo practitioner.  

Ms. Ecube obtained her B.A. from the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis and her
Juris Doctor from Hamline University School of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota.

WILLIAM FITZGERALD, ESQ.
Attorney at Law

William M. Fitzgerald has been an active litigator for more
than thirty-six years in Guam, Saipan, and the former Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands.  His practice concentrates on commercial and
personal injury litigation.  Of special note, Mr. Fitzgerald was counsel
for the plaintiff in Sakamoto v. Duty Free Shoppers, 764 F.2d 1285
(9th Cir. 1985), and for the defendant in Commonwealth v. Atalig,
723 F.2d 682 (9th Cir. 1984).

Mr. Fitzgerald was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  He attended Sophia
University, in Tokyo, Japan, where he received his B.A. in 1971.  He earned his Juris
Doctor from Temple University in 1974.  Mr. Fitzgerald is admitted to the Bar in
Pennsylvania (1974); Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (1974); Guam (1975); United
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit (1975); Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands (1978); United States Court of Claims (1978); Federated States of
Micronesia (1982); and United States Supreme Court (1986).

THE HONORABLE CURTIS V. GOMEZ
Chief District Judge, U.S. District Court of the Virgin Islands,
St. Thomas Division

Curtis V. Gomez is the Chief Judge in the District Court of the
Virgin Islands.  He began his judiciary service in 2005.  Prior to
becoming a federal judge, Chief Judge Gomez was a federal
prosecutor in the Office of the United States Attorney for the District
of the Virgin Islands and the Office of the United States Attorney for
the Eastern District of Virginia.  Prior to that, Chief Judge Gomez was in the private
practice of law with the law firms of Patton Bogg, LLP, in the District of Columbia, and
Dudley, Topper & Feuerzeig in the Virgin Islands.

Chief Judge Gomez serves on several committees of the Third Circuit Judicial
Council.  He is a member of the Committee on Case Management, the Library Committee,
the Facilities and Security Committee, and the Information and Technology Committee.

Chief Judge Gomez received his B.A. from George Washington University and his
Juris Doctor from Harvard Law School.
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MR. JOHN T. GORMAN
Federal Public Defender, Guam

John T. Gorman has served as the Federal Public Defender for
the District of Guam since 2003.  He was recently reappointed by the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and his new term runs until November
2015.  He was an Assistant Federal Public Defender in the Guam
office from 1997 to 2003.  He also worked as a local public defender
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from 1992 to 1997.  He received his
Juris Doctor from Boston’s Northeastern University in 1992.

Mr. Gorman served as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer in the Republic of the
Philippines from 1982-1985.  He lived in a tribal Igorot mountain village in the Northern
Philippines and helped design, build and maintain a drinking water system to ensure safe,
potable water.  Mr. Gorman also worked in the Bataan and Palawan Indochinese Refugee
Camps in the Philippines from 1985-1989.  He assisted in the resettlement of Lao,
Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees who had fled repressive regimes in their homelands.

THE HONORABLE SUSAN P. GRABER
Circuit Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

Susan P. Graber was appointed to the United States Court
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in 1998 by President Clinton. 
Previously, she sat on the Oregon Court of Appeals (1988-90) and
the Oregon Supreme Court (1990-98).  Judge Graber practiced
law from 1972 to 1988, most recently as a partner in the Portland
office of Stoel Rives, where she specialized in employment law and
other civil litigation.  

Judge Graber received her B.A. (Phi Beta Kappa) from Wellesley College in 1969
and her Juris Doctor from Yale Law School in 1972.

Judge Graber has been a frequent moot court judge and has lectured and
written on a wide range of legal subjects, including appellate advocacy, business
litigation, and class actions.  In 2000, Judge Graber chaired the American Bar
Association’s Committee on Appellate Practice.  She was named Oregon’s 1998 Legal
Citizen of the Year, and in 2001 received Yale’s Tercentenary "For Country" Award in
Oregon.
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RODNEY J. JACOB, ESQ.
Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representative
District of Guam

Rodney J. Jacob is managing partner of Calvo Fisher & Jacob
and past President of the Guam Bar Association (2005).  Mr. Jacob
has extensive experience representing commercial clients in complex
cross-border litigation and mediation, with significant experience in
conducting U.S. discovery in Japan.  He is admitted to the bar in
California, Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and currently
serves as the Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representative for Guam.  

Mr. Jacob received his B.S. (1986) and Juris Doctor (1989) from Georgetown
University.  He was the law clerk to Judge Lawrence Howard, Arizona Court of Appeals
(1989-1990) and to Chief Justice Jose Dela Cruz, CNMI Supreme Court (1993-1995).  He
grew up in Tucson, Arizona.  For three years, he served as Guam's Law Week Committee
Co-Chair, and during his tenure, Guam received the American Bar Association's
Outstanding Law Day Activity Award for 2008 and 2009.

MS. ALICIA A.G. LIMTIACO
United States Attorney
Districts of Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands

Alicia Anne Garrido Limtiaco presently serves as the United
States Attorney for the Districts of Guam and the Northern Mariana
Islands, and is the first woman to serve in this position. She was
nominated by President Barack Obama in February 2010 and was
confirmed by the United States Senate in April 2010.  She is a
member of the Attorney General’s Advisory Committee (AGAC) Subcommittees/ Working
Groups, including Civil Rights, Cyber/ Intellectual Property, Terrorism/ National Security,
Child Exploitation and Obscenity, and Controlled Substances and Asset Forfeiture. 

Prior to her current appointment, Ms. Limtiaco served as the Attorney General of
Guam. She was elected in 2006 and was the first woman elected to serve as Attorney
General of Guam. She spearheaded certain initiatives including the formation of task forces
to address public school system health and safety; internet crimes against children
including sexual exploitation and child pornography; cybersecurity and cybercrime
including identity theft; gambling and gaming; human trafficking; and the implementation
and compliance of Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (SORNA) requirements
by the Government of Guam. 

Ms. Limtiaco served as Adjunct Faculty and Assistant Professor with the University
of Guam, College of Professional Studies, School of Business and Public Administration,
Public Administration and Legal Studies Program, for over seven years. She also taught as
Adjunct Faculty at the Guam Community College, Basic Law Enforcement Academy and
Criminal Justice Program, for over six years, training Guam’s future law enforcement
officers. 

Ms. Limtiaco received her B.S. in 1985 and  her Juris Doctor degree from the
University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) School of Law in 1990.
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JUNE S. MAIR, ESQ.
Attorney at Law

June S. Mair obtained her Juris Doctor from the University of
Alabama School of Law and has lived and practiced law on Guam for
over thirty years.  She is admitted to the local and federal courts of
Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals.  She currently serves as the Managing Attorney of Mair,
Mair, Spade & Thompson, L.L.C.  There she practices in the area of
commercial transactions, business organizations, including planning and corporate
governance, insurance, banking, real estate and employment law.  Ms. Mair has extensive
experience in structuring, negotiating and documenting a wide variety of real property
transactions, including exchanges, acquisitions, resort development and commercial leases.
Her practice has an emphasis on insurance business and regulatory matters; and
commercial real estate.  She represents TakeCare Insurance Company, Inc. as General
Counsel and serves on its Board of Directors.

THE HONORABLE JOAQUIN V.E. MANIBUSAN, JR.
U.S. Magistrate Judge, District Court of Guam

Judge Joaquin V.E. Manibusan was appointed as a magistrate
judge for the District of Guam on February 9, 2004.   Prior to his
appointment to the federal bench, Judge Manibusan served as a
Superior Court judge for the Territory of Guam.  Judge Manibusan
received his B.A. from the University of California at Berkeley in 1971
and his Juris Doctor from the University of California at Berkeley,
Boalt Hall School of Law in 1974.

Judge Manibusan is currently a member of the Magistrate Judge’s Executive Board
Committee of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.   He was recently reappointed to a second
eight-year term by Chief Judge Frances M. Tydingco-Gatewood.
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THE HONORABLE SONIA SOTOMAYOR
Associate Justice, Supreme Court of the United States

Sonia Sotomayor, Associate Justice, was born in Bronx, New
York, on June 25, 1954.  She earned a B.A. in 1976 from Princeton
University, graduating summa cum laude and receiving the
university's highest academic honor.  In 1979, she earned a Juris
Doctor from Yale Law School where she served as an editor of the
Yale Law Journal.  She served as Assistant District Attorney in the
New York County District Attorney's Office from 1979–1984.  She then litigated
international commercial matters in New York City at Pavia & Harcourt, where she served
as an associate and then partner from 1984–1992.  In 1991, President George H.W. Bush
nominated her to the U.S. District Court, Southern District of New York, and she served in
that role from 1992–1998.  She served as a judge on the United States Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit from 1998–2009.  President Barack Obama nominated her as an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court on May 26, 2009, and she assumed this role
August 8, 2009.

R. TODD THOMPSON, ESQ.
Attorney at Law

R. Todd Thompson maintains a litigation practice in Guam
and the CNMI, emphasizing law-and-motion and appellate advocacy.
In 1988, Mr. Thompson obtained his law degree from University of
California, Hastings College of the Law in San Francisco.  His legal
career began later that year with a term as a law clerk for the
Honorable Peter C. Siguenza, Jr. at the Superior Court of Guam.  In
1989, he joined the Guam-based firm of Mair, Mair, Spade & Thompson, where he became
a partner and has practiced ever since.  He is admitted to practice in Guam, the CNMI, and
California.

Over the past two decades, Mr. Thompson’s practice has emphasized litigation
concerning general tort, contract, commercial, aviation, employment, medical malpractice,
insurance, real property, and Constitutional law (Organic Act) disputes.  He has developed
a recognized expertise in insurance matters, and has successfully defended against
numerous major recreational and hospitality tort claims on behalf of hotels, resorts, airlines
and tour companies operating in the region.

Mr. Thompson has organized and presented at numerous public education seminars.
Since 2004, he has also been a regular op-ed contributor to the Marianas Business Journal.
He was formerly a member and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Guam
Educational Radio Foundation (KPRG-FM 89.3 Public Radio Guam) (1997-2007), and he
continues to volunteer for the station as the producer and host of a long-running program
featuring music of the tropics.  He is certified to serve as a civil case mediator by the Guam
judiciary.
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THE HONORABLE FRANCES TYDINGCO-GATEWOOD
Chief Judge, District Court of Guam

Frances Tydingco-Gatewood was sworn in as the Chief Judge of the
District Court of Guam on October 30, 2006.  She is Guam’s first
Chamorro woman to serve in this position.  Former Governor Felix P.
Camacho recommended her to President George W. Bush, who
nominated her as the Chief Judge for the District Court of Guam on
April 25, 2006.

From February 8, 2002 to October 29, 2006, Chief Judge Tydingco-Gatewood served
as an Associate Justice with the Supreme Court of Guam.  She served under the leadership
of the Honorable F. Philip Carbullido, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Guam.  She
was appointed by then-Governor Carl T.C. Gutierrez on September 1, 2001.   From 1994
to 2002, Chief Judge Tydingco-Gatewood  served as a trial judge for the Superior Court
of Guam.  She was appointed by then-Governor Joseph F. Ada.  Her appointment and
confirmation are a source of much pride for our island community; she is a daughter of
Guam and was the first Chamorro woman Judge.

In 1990, Chief Judge Tydingco-Gatewood became the first Chamorro woman Chief
Prosecutor with the Office of the Attorney General on Guam, and she served in that
position until 1994.  From 1988 to 1990, she served as an assistant prosecutor with the
Jackson County Prosecutor's Office in Missouri.  In 1984, Chief Judge Tydingco-Gatewood
became the first Chamorro woman assistant attorney general on Guam, and she served
in that position until 1988.  

 Chief Judge Tydingco-Gatewood obtained her B.A. from Marquette University and
obtained her Juris Doctor from the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law.

THE HONORABLE ROBERT ANACLETUS UNDERWOOD 
Educator and Public Servant

The Honorable Robert Underwood is a former Member of the
U.S. Congress and is currently the President of the University of
Guam. As an educator, he has served as Academic Vice President at
the University of Guam and he is a distinguished scholar with many
publications to his credit. He served as the Congressional Delegate
from Guam in the 103-107th Congresses (1993-2003) during which
he sponsored major legislation for Guam, played an active role in Department of Defense
authorization bills and was a forceful advocate for political development for insular areas
and the extension of educational and social opportunities for Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders. In recognition for his efforts in building good relations in the Pacific, he received
a Presidential Merit Award from President Gloria Arroyo of the Philippines and
congratulatory resolutions from the Pohnpei, FSM and Northern Marianas Legislatures.
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Dr.  Underwood was born in Guam (1948) and educated in Guam and California. He
graduated from John F. Kennedy High School in Guam (1965) and received a Bachelor’s
(1969) and Master’s Degree (1971) from Cal State University, Los Angeles. He holds a
Doctor of Education degree from the University of Southern California. He was a classroom
teacher, curriculum writer and administrator in the Guam schools and was elected to the
Guam Territorial Board of Education in 1978.

As a teacher and Professor of Education at the University of Guam, he led the effort
to include the Chamorro language and culture in the curriculum of Guam’s schools and
enhance multicultural understanding. He was appointed to the National Advisory Council
on Bilingual Education during President Carter’s administration. He was awarded a lifetime
achievement award by the Guam Humanities Council, and is the only Professor Emeritus
of Bilingual-Bicultural Education of the University of Guam.




