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TO: Chief Judge Frances Tydingco-Gatewood, District of Guam
Jeanne Quintana, Clerk of Court, District of Guam

FROM: Robert E. Rucker, Ph.D., Assistant Circuit Executive

DATE: June 22, 2012

RE: District of Guam’s Amended CJA Plan

This is to notify you that the amended version of the District of Guam’s Criminal Justice Act
Plan has been approved by the Judicial Council of the Ninth Circuit at its June meeting.  If you
have not done so, please send a copy of the newly approved amended plan to the Office of
Defender Services at the Administrative Office.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

cc: Charles B. White, Chief Deputy Clerk, District of Guam



District Court of Guam 
4TH FLOOR, U.S. COURTHOUSE 
520 WEST SOLEDAD AVENUE 

HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
www.gud.uscourts.gov 

Telephone: (671) 473-9100; Facsimile: (671) 473-9152 

CHARLES B. WHITE 

Chief Deputy Clerk  

     Memorandum 

 
 
To: Robert E. Rucker 
From:  Charles B. White 
Re:  Updated CJA Plan for District of Guam 
Date: May 25, 2012     
 
 
As Chief Judge Tydingco-Gatewood mentioned, we used the current model CJA plan offered by the 
AO as the basis for our updated plan.  Here is a summary of the changes we made to the model plan, 
as well as the redline version of our updated plan. 
 

The plan for the composition, administration, and management of the panel has been put into an 
appendix. 
Investigative, expert, and other services are now included in the term “Representation” and there 
are no special paragraphs dealing with these services. 
The new plan includes requirements of the USA Patriot Improvement and Reauthorization Act 
of 2005 (recodified at 18 U.S.C. § 3599) 
The new plan includes an Equal Opportunity clause in the Administration appendix 
The new plan reflects the reality that the FPD office on Guam is no longer an extension of the 
FPD office in Honolulu. 
The new plan has an enhanced list of circumstances for mandatory representation of financially 
eligible defendants.   
The old plan allowed each panel attorney three “passes”.   It has not been our practice to track 
passes and there are times when more than three passes may be justified. 
The old plan called for a panel of approximately 10-15 members.  This has been removed.  In-
stead, the new plan’s language allows the court flexibility with respect to the size of the panel.  
The panel currently consists of 9 private attorneys. 
The terms of the panel members are no longer staggered.  Most of the current panel members 
have been on the panel for many years and while we do add new members occasionally, there is 
no indication that there will be a major turnover of members in the future. 
Language and references to the Public Defender Service Corporation of Guam have been re-
moved since they no longer provide defender services to our court. 
The model plan suggests that the Standing Committee be chaired by a Judge, but we thought it 
best to retain the current structure of our CJA Standing Committee. 
The Federal Public Defender handles all applications for membership on the CJA Panel. 
Clauses on Suspensions and Removals from the old plan are retained, but updated to reflect cur-
rent local rules. 

JEANNE G. QUINATA 

Clerk of Court 






































