Naturalization Ceremonies

What is Naturalization?

Naturalization is the process by which U.S. citizenship is
conferred upon a foreign citizen or national after he or she
fulfills the requirements established by Congress in the
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).

A foreign citizen or national seeking U.S. Citizenship must
apply, be interviewed and investigated and file a formal
petition for naturalization.

Upon completion of this process the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) supplies the federal court with
a list of applicants to be sworn in as new citizens of the United
States.

For more information on how to become a U.S. Citizen please
contact the local USCIS office:

USCIS Application Support Center
108 Hernan Cortez Avenue
Sirena Plaza, Suite 100

Hagatna, GU 96910-5059

472-7203/7204

Official USCIS website: http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis

The Naturalization Ceremony

The Guam District Court administers the Oath of Allegiance to
approximately 560 citizens every year. The ceremonial event
takes place twice a month and lasts about an hour. In addition
to the regular schedule, special Holiday ceremonies are
performed. Both Chief Judge Frances Tydingco-Gatewood and
Magistrate Judge Joaquin V.E. Manibusan, Jr. administer
the oath in our court. For specific questions please contact
the Clerk’s Office at 473-9100.

2014 Special Naturalization Ceremony Schedule

President’s Day - February 14
Law Day - May 01

Independence Day - July 03
Liberation Day — July 18
Constitution Day - September 17
Columbus Day — October 10

Veterans Day - November 10

5. C 1ship
and Immigration
Services

Things to Remember:

O You must pass courthouse security check before entering
the building.

O Cell phones are prohibited from entering the courthouse.

O  Typically cameras are not allowed in the courthouse,
however, the judges have authorized the use of cameras
during key points during the ceremony.

O No weapons of any type, drugs or other illegal items are
allowed.

ADA Requests

If you require special accommodations during a Naturalization
ceremony, please contact the Clerk’s Office at 473-9100
before the date of the event to make arrangements.



